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McDonald's is phasing out self-serve soda machines, and the internet isn't
happy
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Are soda fountains fizzling out?
Conversations are bubbling online over McDonald's and their plans to
completely phase out self-serve soda machines over the next six years.
Okay, so say goodbye to these things.
While Mickey D's first announced these plans back in 2023, thirsty customers
are now starting to notice.
They don't have a fountain drink machine anymore.
They get you your drinks.
Going and getting your meal and then going over and picking your soda was
part of the experience.
It's not clear how many of their more than 38,000 locations still have the
self-service machines, but McDonald's says it's on course to complete the
transition to behind-the-counter soda service by 2032.
Is it kind of sad?
Oh yeah, for me personally, yeah. Gosh, I've been a heavy user of self-serve
drink stations. I'm a Diet Coke addict.

Editor-in-chief of Restaurant Business, Jonathan Maze, says he understands the



online reaction.

This thing that we had, like, you would get the ultimate amount of control on
how much you wanted to drink, and it was a great bargain.

You could mix match, you could do all sorts of things with it, and now you really
can't.

Some customers speculating theft is the reason Mickey D's is pulling the plug.
Apparently, too many people are going back to the well. You used to be able to
walk into McDonald's, ask for a water cup, you take that water cup and get any
drink you want.

In light of the recent buzz on social media, McDonald's says the change is to
ensure a consistent, high-quality experience for customers and crew across all
ordering channels—whether that's McDelivery, the app, kiosk, drive-thru, or
in-restaurant.

The classic soda fountain has long been a favorite of the fast-food faithful.
Quarter Pounder, French fries, and a Coke.

At the center of that iconic McDonald's nostalgia/

Take your first taste now at McDonald's.

Even inspiring miniature toy versions: Fisher-Price introduces the McDonald's
soda fountain.

But the real-life version is going dry as the Golden Arches cut back on customer

control.



1. Are soda fountains fizzling out?
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2. Conversations are bubbling online over McDonald's and their plans to
completely phase out self-serve soda machines over the next six years.
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3. Okay, so say goodbye to these things.
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4. While Mickey D's first announced these plans back in 2023, thirsty
customers are now starting to notice.
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5. They don't have a fountain drink machine anymore.
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6. They get you your drinks.
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7. Going and getting your meal and then going over and picking your soda was
part of the experience.

HESXTBFEZEOELS, AXRREAZERRN—H 2,

8. It's not clear how many of their more than 38,000 locations still have the
self-service machines, but McDonald's says it's on course to complete the
transition to behind-the-counter soda service by 2032.
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9. Is it kind of sad?
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10. Oh yeah, for me personally, yeah. Gosh, I've been a heavy user of self-serve

drink stations. I'm a Diet Coke addict.
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11. Editor-in-chief of Restaurant Business, Jonathan Maze, says he understands

the online reaction.
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12. This thing that we had, like, you would get the ultimate amount of control

on how much you wanted to drink, and it was a great bargain.
HERMEAURTUZ2EEBCRESL D, MAEN LR

13. You could mix match, you could do all sorts of things with it, and now you

really can't.

TRFT LB # A A UOR, BEATHAT, ERAECLENATT .

14. Some customers speculating theft is the reason Mickey D's is pulling the

plug.

—BFEEN, WU R L E X Y 7Rk T B B OO AL R

15. Apparently, too many people are going back to the well.

B, AREATHEEMNT .

16. You used to be able to walk into McDonald's, ask for a water cup, you take

that water cup and get any drink you want.

DLEMRAT AR St 2 4%, B—IRAKNKT, REEEEZHEMTREGNUA.

17. In light of the recent buzz on social media, McDonald's says the change is to

ensure a consistent, high-quality experience for customers and crew across all



ordering channels—whether that's McDelivery, the app, kiosk, drive-thru, or
in-restaurant.
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18. The classic soda fountain has long been a favorite of the fast-food faithful.
ZHAANKBAUR-—HEXRELZHEEEL,

19. Quarter Pounder, French fries, and a Coke.
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20. At the center of that iconic McDonald's nostalgia.
XIEAZ L% 4 BT HRBZA,

21. Take your first taste now at McDonald's.

ez I 7mE LE -0,

22. Even inspiring miniature toy versions: Fisher-Price introduces the
McDonald's soda fountain.
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23. But the real-life version is going dry as the Golden Arches cut back on

customer control.
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1. fizzle out 2. bubble

UK / 'f1zl aut/ US /'fizl ast/ UK /'bAbl/ US /'babl/

phrasal verb (%1E3/j18]) verb (3)7)

ZHEHE; AT TZ A HiE; AELE

7]/ : Public interest in the campaign quickly  f|4/: Rumors about the company’s
fizzled out after the initial excitement. restructuring began bubbling online
RVARE LG, AR GENAXBRME  overnight.

87, RTRABAEAWGEE —RZEEM ERE KRB,
4] : Negotiations eventually fizzled out 7]/ : Excitement continued to bubble across
without reaching an agreement. social media ahead of the launch.

WA RLETRTE P o KA, AR EWIT I RE RS TR



3. phase out

UK /fe1iz auvt/ US /feiz avt/

phrasal verb (451%3/1d)

547 : The company plans to phase out older
models over the next decade.

ZAE T RIERRTEZFEHKIEES,

74]: Several countries are attempting to
phase out coal-fired power plants.

FAEREZRZE S HRRER .

7. self-service

UK / self 's3:vis/ US / self 's3.rvis/

adjective (# 2 1d))

ERENf

5| 4]: Self-service checkout systems are
becoming more common in supermarkets.
BTENEBEKA AR Y &,

| 4]: The company expanded its self-service
ordering options through mobile apps.

ZAE BT FINHYT AT E B R BT

4. self-serve

UK / self 's3:v/ US / self 's3:rv/

adjective (F% %)

E G

547 : The restaurant introduced self-serve
kiosks to reduce waiting times.
XFEETIINT B B S AN LR D SR ot 4],
5 4] : Self-serve beverage stations became
increasingly popular in fast-food chains.

B BhPOR IX 7 bR B I BUE AR OR B R,

8. on course

UK /on ko:s/ US /a:n ko:rs/

adjective phrase (%174 7%)

AT RI#HAT; R ITA

4] : The project remains on course despite
recent delays.

RETEHIAIER, ZWEHE TR EH,

5| 4] : Officials say the transition is on course
for completion next year.

B RERON, XIHEAAE TR T K.

5. Mickey D's

UK / miki 'di:z/ US / miki 'di:z/

proper noun (%74 4 1)

“FIL7, EZYTHOIERK

747 : Many teenagers still see Mickey D's as
a convenient late-night option.

V% F8 AR ZA0 AN R BRAEF &
547 : Mickey D's has become deeply
embedded in global pop culture.

“FIU”EA R R BN 2 TKIAT XM

6. fountain drink machine

UK /'fauntan drigk me [i:n/ US /'faunten
drinpk ma [i:n/

noun phrase (%4 7%)

FARYOEA; B B ORHAL

747 : Customers lined up near the fountain
drink machine during lunch hour.
FREBER, BUEAEEHRAIFZH.

547 : The restaurant removed its fountain
drink machines during renovations.

REXBTEMEHAHERT 8B,

9. behind-the-counter

UK /b1 haind é8 kaunta(r)/ US /b1 haind 6o
‘kaunter/

adjective (# % 1d))

EeEm,; &R TREtW

|47 : The chain shifted to
behind-the-counter beverage service to
improve efficiency.

XFEYPIERAEE FERR RS URFAKE,
%]/ : Behind-the-counter medication often
requires staff assistance.
EeELm#EEFEIREARDPIKRI

10. personally

UK /'p3:senali/ US / p3:rsanali/

adverb (&)

HEANATE

5| 4] : Personally, I think the company
underestimated customer attachment to the
product.

MENATE, RN LR T BUE 2 &
Y 1R REAR B

5] 4] : He said he was personally disappointed
by the decision.

B O — Rk ERE KL




11. heavy user

UK / hevi ‘ju:ze(r)/ US / hevi 'ju:zar/

noun phrase (%4 %)

BEMEAZ

17| 4] : Heavy users of the platform noticed the
changes almost immediately.
ZFEeWEERA P JLFLZEREE T RN,
747 : The company relies heavily on heavy
users for customer engagement.

N ERARE ERMEERF AFFAF &
R

12. Diet Coke

UK / daiat 'keuk/ US / darst kouk/

proper noun (%4 4 1)

BABTR, O A URE TR OR

5 4]: Diet Coke remains one of the brand’s
most recognizable products.

@lET A MMEZRE R EREENFTEZ—,
747 : Some consumers prefer Diet Coke
because of its lower sugar content.

— RS AR BRI R R R R,

13. Editor-in-chief

UK / edita(r) in 'tfi:f/ US / editer in 'tfi:f/
noun (4 1)

¥ T

5147 : The editor-in-chief defended the
publication’s editorial stance.

R 38 % T\ o0 9 88 S AT T B

5] 47: She became editor-in-chief after more
than a decade in journalism.

MAEFEATY TS F RN EFHE.

14. ultimate

UK / 'Alttmat/ US / Altimat/

adjective (F% %)

RAH]; AW

5| ] : Consumers want the ultimate level of
convenience from digital services.
HBEERERT RFRRRANEN K,

5| 4] : The device was marketed as the
ultimate travel companion.

KR & BB A “LIRAT 1B

15. bargain

UK /'ba:gin/ US /'ba:rgin/

noun (% 7)

RNEWR 7 BEH &

f|4]: Many customers considered the meal
deal a bargain.
WEMEANARZNEREFXE.

| 4] : At that price, the product was widely
viewed as a bargain.

DA B RE, X e R AT EE.
16. mix match

UK /miks meet[/ US /miks meet[/

verb phrase (774 1%)

R BEEAE

| 4] : Customers could mix and match flavors
to create customized drinks.

FRE T DL B dRE u ok, HI1EE R

| 4]: The promotion allowed shoppers to
mix and match selected products.

TR ATFE B Bd 63 R s

17. all sorts of

UK /o:1 so:ts av/ US /o:1 so:rts av/
determiner phrase ([ = 17421%)

& &R

| 4]: The internet was flooded with all sorts
of reactions to the announcement.

W% £ 7 fF & xf X — = A& ROR .

5| 4] : Tourists encountered all sorts of
difficulties during the trip.

A ERE T RE T A E A

18. speculate

UK /'spekjuleit/ US /'spekjule1t/

verb (3f1d)

B A

|47 : Analysts speculate that the company is
trying to cut operational costs.

AT AN A P AZ 2 B IEAE BB IE E AR

4] : People began to speculate about the
reasons behind the sudden policy change.

AITE 4645 U INBR R R E R H




19. pull the plug

UK /pul 08 plag/ US /pul de plag/

verb phrase (774 1%)

gk iz

547 : The company decided to pull the plug
on the underperforming project.

NERELEZARIAAETE .

547 : Investors threatened to pull the plug
unless major changes were made. % % # &
AR, BRAFHATEARE, &NEEILEIHE

23. buzz

UK /baz/ US /baz/

noun (4 1d)

PP EARE

| 4] : The product generated significant buzz
before its official release.

%75 i EIER R A AT R A E R

%47 : Social media buzz helped drive
customer interest.

AR A IE W B 1R T T U 5 KA

20. Apparently

UK /o'paeroentli/ US /8 paerantli/

adverb (&)

B FE

54]: Apparently, the changes had been
discussed internally for months.
ERXEFHCEARNFAHIT LT A

5 4] : Apparently, demand for the product
exceeded expectations.

DR, ZHFmEFRED T HH.

21. go back to the well

UK /gau baek te da wel/ US /gou bak te do
wel/

verb phrase (7% 1%)

RERE; TWERXRERHFNAE

747 : Customers kept going back to the well
for free refills throughout the day.

O %2 K A~ T T SR B4R

15|47 : The company worried that users would
continue going back to the well without
limits.

NEECHP 2 TRAME ZRFE.

22. In light of

UK /1n lait av/ US /1in lait av/

prepositional phrase (4)-17421%)

5T FHEE

547 : In light of recent complaints, the
company revised its return policy.

ETHHMEORF, XEBRT EBREK.
747 : In light of safety concerns, the event

was postponed indefinitely.

ZREZ AP, EHRLRAER,

24. ordering channel

UK /'o:der1y  tfeenl/ US /'0:rdariy tfenl/
noun phrase (%4 7%)

RAERE

| 4]: The restaurant aims to provide a
consistent experience across every ordering
channel.

AT HEENA R B RERE B R,

5| 4] : Digital ordering channels have become
increasingly important for fast-food chains.
BYRERENFEEPERRRER,

25. McDelivery

UK /makdr1'livari/ US /makd1 'livari/
proper noun (%4 4 1)

Z L5 R

| 4]: McDelivery orders surged during the
pandemic.

NG, E L ANRAT RO

| 4]: The company expanded McDelivery
services to smaller cities.

ZN AR E LTS ERS YRR

26. kiosk

UK /'ki:psk/ US /'ki:a:sk/

noun (4% 17)

HE % mil; ERF

| 4]: Customers can place their orders
directly through the kiosk.

JFE A LB B 1t B B o T

|47 : The airport installed digital kiosks to
speed up check-in procedures.

MFEET BFERmIUFENRE




27. drive-thru

UK / draiv 'Oru:/ US / draiv Oru:/

noun (4% i)

BkiE; AEFRAERS

747 : The drive-thru remained busy late into
the night. Fk#E% 0 —HI{CE R,

7|47 : Many customers now prefer drive-thru
service for convenience.

Y % JBUE g0 4 7 (R T & A5 R AR

28. in-restaurant

UK /1in ‘restront/ US /In ‘restra:nt/
adjective (F% %)

JE A EY

547 : The chain introduced new
in-restaurant ordering systems.
REEPERE T HHNENRE R L.

74]: In-restaurant traffic has gradually
recovered since last year.

BEFUR, EAZREZHIKRE,

29. the fast-food faithful

UK /6o fa:st fu:d 'feibfl/ US /oo faest fu:d
‘feofl/

noun phrase (%4 7%)

P& RS B

547 : The product quickly became popular
among the fast-food faithful.

R i IR B B R S AR R

547 : The fast-food faithful reacted strongly
to the menu changes.

WERZHFEN XL HER LRI,

32. nostalgia

UK /np'steld3s/ US /na steld3s/

noun (4% 1d)

I VRIEE %

5| 4]: The advertisement relied heavily on
nostalgia to attract older consumers.

XN EREMNAWIHEERIIFREFE
4] : Childhood nostalgia often influences
consumer behavior.
EFEMIHEEEE D HHREATAN

33. miniature

UK /'minatfa(r)/ US / 'ministfor/

adjective (# % 1d))

WAL 48 /N R EN

4] : The museum displayed miniature
versions of historical landmarks.
HYERE T £ AT A A,

5| 4] : Collectors were eager to purchase the
miniature replica.

g F A XX AR B &,

34. Fisher-Price

UK / fife 'prais/ US / fifer 'prais/

proper noun (%4 4 1)

#E, xERA @M

5| 4] : Fisher-Price is widely recognized for
its children’s educational toys.
HERIIEHRHILAT A A,

| 4]: Several generations grew up playing
with Fisher-Price products.

HILRA#ZTAE 5 FIHEK AN

30. Quarter Pounder

UK / kwo:ta 'pauvnda(r)/ US / kwo:rter
‘pavndar/

proper noun (%4 4 1)

‘Wz —BEANE”, ZLFREF &

31. iconic

UK /a1 'konik/ US /a1 ka:nik/

adjective (F% Z.1)

AR Zin

547 : The company’s logo has become an
iconic symbol worldwide.

ZNE AR DR A 2 NG 1S,

1541 : The film features several iconic scenes
recognized by audiences everywhere.

XHERAE LN AANFHNERT =,

35. go dry

UK /goau dra1/ US /gou dra1/

verb phrase (7% 1%)

8k A, TEEEOR

f|4]: The beverage station went dry shortly
after the lunch rush began.
FEBMETHEAA, KHAKREET

5] 4] : Some bars were forced to go dry during
supply shortages.

20 B T AE G B AR s A 18] AR 1A BRI A



36. Golden Arches

UK / goulden 'a:tfiz/ US / gouldan 'a:rtfiz/
proper noun (%74 4 1)

“e e, ZYU5EERK

5| ]: The Golden Arches remain one of the
most recognizable symbols in fast food.

“eEHRTMERET I REBRENFTZ

747 : The Golden Arches have expanded into
markets across the globe.

“eEHRT"ET RELHKZATT.

37. cut back on

UK /kat baek on/ US /kat baek an/

phrasal verb (421& /1)

HUJB ;D

|47 : The company plans to cut back on
operating expenses next year.

% ] 1 X BR 4 R B T o

| 4] : Many consumers are trying to cut back
on sugary drinks.

¥ 5B EESARD S BUHEN.



